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Whether we are ready for it or not a brand new year is already launching. We can plan and scheme, but life
has a way of presenting us with surprises around each corner that we turn. That reminds me of the Christmas story
told in Luke’s gospel (Luke 2:8-20). For the shepherds out in the fields that night, there was probably not much that
they had not seen. They were comfortable with the noises of the night. They were prepared for any threat to the
flocks they were watching. While some may have been at ease, most were probably vigilant.
Suddenly, their evening was transformed. An angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of
the Lord’s glory surrounded them. Luke declares, “They were terrified.” Certainly, that has to be counted among the
great understatements in the Bible. God had their undivided attention. The world which they had sought to order
and control was suddenly invaded by a celestial being.
The angel had a singular mission--to announce the arrival of the Savior, the Messiah, the Lord. And what
an announcement! “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. The Savior--yes, the Messiah, the
Lord – has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David.”
The significance of this announcement was underscored as the angel was suddenly joined by a vast host of
others – the choirs of heaven praising God and saying “Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those
with whom God is pleased.”

You know the rest of the story. The shepherds, abandoning their assignments, rushed to Bethlehem to seek
this Savior. They found Mary, Joseph, and Jesus. And, they cannot keep the good news to themselves. “The
shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel had said to them about this child. All who heard
the shepherds’ story were astonished.”
The Bible does not tell us what became of the shepherds after that glorious night. However, I like so many
before me, can witness to the reality that the events of that first Christmas dramatically impacted my life. My life has
been transformed by the good news shared with those shepherds.
Every Christian and every church has a message of good news just like the angel on that first Christmas.
And what a message! The unimaginable has happened. God has broken into our world bringing Jesus as Savior.
The One fulfilling God’s promise to save us from our sins and alienation from God has arrived. He has come to be
our righteousness. Wherever that message is shared authentically, joy and peace become our reality.

That great news is now entrusted to us. There is much that grabs our attention in a world awash in
information, but there is only one consequential message--the message that Jesus has come to meet us where we
are, to save us from our sins, and to transform us with His love.
All the other things that the Church does only have their significance when subordinated to the mission of
sharing this great news with hurting and alienated people. Everything else only finds meaning in the fulfillment of
that singular mission.
I pray that the Holy Spirit will guard our hearts and minds to keep us from being distracted from this mission.
I pray that everything we do might be evaluated in light of how it serves this one mission. As you consider what the
New Year will bring for you, I ask each of you to stop and consider again the high calling we have from God. May
God bless you as you seek to subordinate your will to that higher will of Jesus who still is calling disciples to “follow
me.”
Blessings, Bro. Jim

When I wrote to you this past month about the decision of our Trustees to address repairs to the Sanctuary, and
the poor condition of our lower roof—you were listening! I am so proud of how you all stepped up to give to make the
repairs possible. Our Christmas Eve collection netted $31,571.00 for repairs to the Sanctuary. Add that to funds we
received for the bathroom renovation and our Thanksgiving fundraiser totaling $6,625.00, and that brings us to a total of
$38,196.00. The Trustees received a bid of $25,077.00 for the roof repairs that we hope to see started within two weeks
time. The additional funds will be allocated for the bathroom renovation and the plaster repairs and painting needed to
address wall damage inside some of the rooms.
I am thankful that you take pride in our beautiful Sanctuary, and that you are making it possible for it to continue to
be a place where future generations will give thanks for the faithfulness of those who made it a place of worship. I thank
God that I can be a part of what people of faith are doing in Dardanelle.

Financial Peace Class is Coming Soon
Do you have a desire to become the best steward of the money God is giving you? The good news
is that Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace is coming to our church in February. The class is two hours each session and lasts thirteen weeks. The FPU (Financial Peace University) class covers family budgeting, credit,
loans, investing for the future, wise and foolish choices, honoring God with your finances, and how to get
out and stay out of debt. The class has video components with Dave Ramsey and class “hands on” learning. It is perfect for your couples and for those who don’t like seeing their money “run through their fingers.”
The cost of the class is $100 per couple for the materials, however I believe in this class so much
that if one or both of you will come to the class each week, the church will pay one-half of your tuition! To
sign up for the class contact Bro. Jim at the office (479) 229-3720. Payment in full is expected on the first
class meeting since we will have to pre-order materials. I hope to see you there!

Perhaps you have business dealings with
people who have trouble speaking English, or
perhaps you might want to volunteer to help new
immigrants learn English. Maybe you have seen
our Nueva Vida congregation and would like to be
more involved in welcoming others to our church.
Even if none of the previous motivations touch
you, then just knowing that learning another
language can help keep you mentally sharp is
another reason to join our Spanish class.
A new beginning Spanish class will start on
Tuesday, January 21st. Materials for the class cost
$50 and you absolutely can learn Spanish. We
meet Tuesdays and Thursdays each week at 5:30
p.m. in the Family Life Center. Classes last one
hour, and if you study one additional hour for
each class you will soon be able to make basic
needs and wishes known in Spanish. Contact
Bro. Jim for more information or to sign up for
the classes. ¡Hasta pronto! (See you soon!)

Lets remember our Outreach Programs.
Sharing & Caring and the Back Pack
Ministry are very important ministries for
our church. Donations can always be
dropped off in the box at the back of the
Sanctuary or monetary donations
notated in your giving.

Cora Edwards

01/01

Paul Seay

01/03

Kyle Carter

01/04

Jessica Cheek

01/04

Barbara Pfeifer

01/05

Mitcheal Garrison

01/06

Shawn Duncan

01/08

Brenda Ragsdale

01/09

Gerald Hook

01/10

Kay Hook

01/10

Jazmin Davidson

01/16

Chelan Bartlett

01/17

Jeff Cheatham

01/18

Don Johnson

01/21

Delma Merritt

01/23

Laura Conover

01/26

Carol Carter

01/29

The XYZ meeting for January
2020 will be on Wednesday,
the 15th at 11:00 am.
Everyone is welcome to join
us for potluck and fellowship as we start
this new year in Christ!

CRAZY QUILTERS
The Crazy Quilters are
ready to start back on
our quilt. We will meet
every Tuesday, beginning January 7th at 1:00
pm. Come join us for
some crazy quilting fun!

Dardanelle Methodist Women
Dardanelle Methodist Women (DMW) met
in December for their annual Christmas
party and enjoyed good food, laughter,
and fellowship. We collected boxes of cereal for the
Sharing & Caring Food Pantry and held a brief
business meeting. Martha Merritt served as hostess
and did a beautiful job of decorating the tables.
Our next meeting on January 20, 2020 at 1:00 pm,
will be a planning meeting for the year. If you have
been thinking about joining the DMW, this would be
a good time to attend to learn more about what we
hope to accomplish in the new year. All ladies are
encouraged to come prepared to share new and old
ideas.

Justin Hook, Kara Hook, Dean Birkhead,
Eleanor Taylor, Jane Payne, Bud Choate,
Steve Lawrence, Peggy Sheets, Ray Edwards,
Raymond Couser, Chris Roberts, Cathy Gwin,
Polly Merritt, Jewel Boyce.
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