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My Commitment to this Congregation
The first Sunday of the New Year had me running interference against many of our national news outlets who had printed an
article about a possible split coming this year in the United Methodist Church. As you know, I printed and handed out a more complete
informational statement for our discussion that Sunday. It is available upon request if you call our office.
The gist of that information was a preliminary agreement within prominent groups represented by traditional and progressive
wings of the UMC. It stated that an “amicable separation” might be agreed to at the 2020 General Conference scheduled for May.
Conservative and traditional Wesleyan members would probably gravitate toward the organized leadership of the Wesleyan Covenant
Association, while progressive members who support the adoption of gay marriage, and gay ordination within the church would most likely
continue their association with the United Methodist Church.
It does appear that our differences are irreconcilable. However, wise leaders within the church are paving a way for not only an
amicable separation, but also the division of churches and their properties to whichever group churches want to follow, provided they do
this through local charge conferences and a vote of the congregation.
Our Annual Conference in Arkansas has already decided not to take up the General Conference’s business since it follows so closely
in May. Therefore, you will hear news later in the year about a special called Annual Conference where business more appropriate to our
local churches will be discussed. This will be the most appropriate time for our church to make a decision about our future alignment.
I don’t want anyone to think that this separation is coming because one group supports and the other doesn’t support homosexual
people. This fight is not about whether or not homosexuals belong in church, or should be loved. God loves all people equally. This is
about the progressive wing of the church abandoning the authority of the Bible to define sin. God loves sinners, but hates the sin, as
should we. However, when one sets out to “pick and choose” what is and isn’t sin and disregards Scripture and tradition, they defy the
authority of God’s word and centuries of church history. The inherent danger of this choice is that when one does this, soon every sinful
behavior becomes normal and any behavior becomes acceptable. Such nonsense is chaos at best, and a sure road to spiritual ruin for all
who embrace it.
My commitment to this congregation is that I will not take part in new definitions for what the Bible identifies as sinful behavior.
If and when a split comes in the church, I will (with your support) guide this church to a group of traditional Wesleyan churches to constitute
a church with traditional beliefs based in God’s word. All I ask is for your prayers and support as we remain faithful to what has been
entrusted to us by our Lord. Let not your hearts be troubled. This is not the first storm through which Jesus has led his faithful.

Sincerely, Jim Benfer

An Important Word about Membership
In light of the troubled waters that our church now is navigating, I want to point out how important it is for regular
worshipers of our church to become full members of our local congregation. Perhaps you have been reluctant because of a
long-term commitment with another church, or just haven’t gotten around to making your status with the church official.
Perhaps you are one of a number of regular worshipers whose membership resides in other denominations or with other
congregations. This practice is fine with me, but by the rules of our Discipline, such Affiliate or Associate members of the
congregation are not allowed a vote at the church council. As a regular or special Called Charge Conference carries great weight in
determining the course of our congregation, I humbly ask that if you care about the direction our congregation will take in the
future, that you consider taking the vows of membership so that your voice and vote will count when the time comes. Please contact me directly if you would like to become a full member of our congregation. As always, let your commitments be made prayerfully and thoughtfully.

An Early Lenten Season
For those of you who follow the church seasons, we will have another early Lenten season this year beginning with Ash
Wednesday on February 26, and followed by Easter on April 12. This means that we will have a 6:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday service
in February in place of our regular Wednesday Night activities. A meal will be planned for that evening at 5:15 at the Life Center so
that you will not have to prepare a meal before coming to worship.
Lent is a season of prayer, self-examination, and consideration about the sacrifice Jesus made for each of us because of
sin. It is a great time to consider again our commitments to following Jesus and taking up our own crosses. I hope that you will be
with us to receive ashes that evening as we remember our mortality and the stain of sin we each bear.

Financial Peace Class starts February 12
Do you have a desire to become the best steward of the money God is giving you? The good news is that Dave Ramsey’s
Financial Peace is coming to our church on February 12. The class time will be 6:30 p.m. and be held in the Life Center. The class is
two hours each session and lasts nine weeks. The FPU (Financial Peace University) class covers family budgeting, credit, loans,
investing for the future, wise and foolish choices, honoring God with your finances, and how to get out and stay out of debt. The
class has video components with Dave Ramsey and class “hands on” learning. It is perfect for couples and for those who don’t like
seeing their money “run through their fingers.”
The church is subsidizing the cost of the class to promote it for the cost of $50 per couple for the materials.
This is a savings of $90 from the online cost of the class. To sign up for the class contact Bro. Jim at the office (479) 229-3720.
Payment in full is expected on the first class meeting since we will have to pre-order materials, so please contact the office as soon
as possible to sign up. I hope to see you there!
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Dardanelle Methodist Women
Dardanelle Methodist Women met on January 20
for their annual planning meeting and discussion on
projects for the year. The proposed budget was
approved, and a Sunshine Basket prepared for one
of our church members. Dinah Johnson led the
group in discussing Chapter 7, “Love One
Another,” in our ongoing Bible study on
encouraging others. The chapter focused on the
many verses about love. Jesus didn’t ask believers
to love others; He commanded us to do so. A new
commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one
another. (John 13:34) Through God’s love for us,
we can reach out to those around us, encouraging
them and, thus, perfecting God’s love by passing it
along. After adjourning the meeting and Bible
study, we enjoyed refreshments and fellowship.
Join us on Monday, February 17, at 1:00 p.m. in the
Family Life Center for our next meeting and Bible
study.

Our Monthly Fellowship
Breakfast will be on Sunday,
February 2nd at 9:00 am.
We invite everyone to join us.

Make plans to attend our Youth Fundraiser
Lunch on Sunday, February 9th immediately
after Worship in the FLC.

CRAZY QUILTERS

Dave Ramsey’s Financial
Peace is coming to our
church on February 12.
The class time will be
6:30 p.m. and be held in
the Life Center. The class
is two hours each session
and lasts nine weeks.
The FPU (Financial Peace University) class
covers family budgeting, credit, loans, investing for
the future, wise and foolish choices, honoring God
with your finances, and how to get out and stay out
of debt. The class has video components with Dave
Ramsey and class “hands on” learning. It is perfect
for couples and for those who don’t like seeing their
money “run through their fingers.”

The Crazy Quilters meet each Tuesday,
at 1:00 pm in the Education Building. We are making lots of progress on our quilt. We invite you to
come join us for some crazy quilting fun!
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Mon

Tue
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Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

4

5

6

9:00 am Monthly
Breakfast

9:00 am Church
Work Day

1:00 pm Quilting

5:15 WNL Meal
6:00 pm Bible Studies
6:00 pm Youth

5:30 pm
Spanish Classes

12

13

5:30 pm
Spanish Classes

9:45 am
Sunday School

7

8

14

15

21

22

28

29

10:55 am Worship
9

10

11

9:45 am
Sunday School

1:00 pm
Prayer Card
Ministry

1:00 pm Quilting

16

17

18

19

20

9:45 am
Sunday School

1:00 pm DMW

1:00 pm Quilting

11:00 am XYZ

5:30 pm
Spanish Classes

10:55 am Worship
12:00 pm Youth
Fundraiser Lunch

Dominos @ SR Center 5:30 pm
Spanish Classes
5:30 pm
5:15 WNL Meal
Spanish Classes 6:00 pm Bible Studies
6:00 pm Youth
6:30 pm Financial
Peace Class (1)

5:15 WNL Meal
5:30 pm
6:00 pm Bible Studies
Spanish Classes 6:00 pm Youth
6:30 pm Financial
Peace Class (2)

10:55 am Worship

23

24

25

9:45 am
Sunday School

1:00 pm
Prayer Card
Ministry

1:00 pm Quilting

10:55 am Worship

26

27
Ash Wednesday

5:15 Meal
5:30 pm
6:30 pm Ash
Spanish Classes Wednesday Service

5:30 pm
Spanish Classes

