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Staying Connected
Being a Christian is first and foremost about relationships. Our primary relationship is with our Lord and Savior,
Jesus. After that primary relationship comes our families, friends and the world around us. Jesus fashioned the church
to operate so that our relationships point to that one great relationship with our Lord.
Nevertheless, we live in strange and uncertain times. Due to the pandemic precautions and the panic associated with the COVID-19 outbreak, church and civil authorities have mostly sequestered us to our homes, and church and
other social outlets have become off limits for the foreseeable future. That fact calls us to greater work as Christians to
stay connected to one another and to our Lord in this uncertain time.
This past week we sent letters out informing you of ways to stay in touch with us. Our office remains open so
that you can contact us and share information or help us with the ministry before us. Also, our worship is being made
available to all your electronic devices through our Facebook page, our webpage (fumcdardanelle.org) and
Youtube.com. We have shut down most planned activities where people gather at the church, but we hope you will
continue to study the devotional materials available in my sermon print copy or that our Sunday school leaders will
continue to meet with you online or by phone.
One great (and free) way to have small group Bible study is to download Zoom from an internet search and
host an online class or group. Zoom will accommodate up to 100 participants for free.
Additionally, many of you have begun phoning church members to let them stay connected during their time of
sheltering isolation. I commend you for this and ask that this continue for as long as is necessary. There are many people who live in fear and anxiety each day who are waiting to hear from us, so be courageous to share with all we speak
to about the hope we have in our Savior, Jesus.
We are not individuals divided by walls and fear, but we continue to be the people of God, sharing the love of
Christ and offering his grace to the world around us. As I mentioned in last Sunday’s message, “Who knows but that
God has arranged for us to be in such a place and time as this?” May God’s protection, presence and blessing be with
each of you until we can praise God together in communal worship.

Worship Opportunities beyond the Internet
Now is the perfect time to have home devotionals with your family. If don’t already set aside personal time for
this, all of this staying at home has created a time to begin new habits. We have copies of The Upper Room daily devotional guide available for pick up at our office. These five minute devotions are a good way to spend time together
meditating on God’s presence.
The church in Dardanelle will have a come-and-go Holy Communion service where you can receive the sacraments on Palm Sunday, April 5, from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 a.m. Bro. Jim will escort family groups through to receive individual servings and offer blessings at that time.
I hope you will also plan to join us for a community worship during the Easter Sunrise Service at the Dardanelle
Convention Center parking lot at 6:30 a.m., Easter morning, April 12. You will be greeted with live announcements and
prayer to be followed by a broadcast on 93.1 FM and 610 AM on your car radios so that you can join in with other Dardanelle Christians to celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus. This way we can actually gather together, but in our cars, and
show our solidarity and offer hope together in a statement to our community.

Facemask Ministry
The ladies of our quilting group have graciously put aside their sewing project to take on the work of sewing
facemasks for those that may have need of them. They started their work together on March 24 and will continue as
supplies are available. They will make these masks available to those who need them through our office. You can call
Cyndia Callan at the church office at 229-3720 if you would like to request one, or if you would like to have more information to sew masks at home and join in with this timely ministry.

Important Communication
Our bishop has requested that until the quarantine precautions are lifted that no United Methodist Churches
be open for gathered worship, wedding parties, or funeral services. In light of this you know that we are already
putting out our worship online. However, if there are to be wedding or funeral services we have arranged for these to
also be streamed live from the church so that no family will have to be left out in their time of need.
Please contact our office with your requests and continue to know that we are doing everything possible to
help you and your families to meet continuing needs. Certainly in the history of Christianity there have been other crises, and the church continued to serve its purpose, and today we are again meeting that challenge so that one day
soon we will be able to look back in the rear-view mirror of history and see that in this too, our Lord was present with
us.
Blessings, Bro. Jim
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Dardanelle Methodist Women
CRAZY QUILTERS
The Crazy Quilters meet each Tuesday, at
1:00 pm in the Education Building. We are
making lots of progress on our quilt. We
invite you to come join us for some crazy
quilting fun!

Dardanelle Methodist Women held their
monthly meeting in March with six ladies present. Our Bible study was led by Sandy Wood
who guided us in discussing “One Another Actions.” The main focus of the lesson was serving one another, inspired by our love for
God. Through love, serve one another
(Galatians 5:13). The Sunshine Basket was prepared and delivered to a church member, and
several boxes of cereal were collected for the
Sharing & Caring Food Pantry. Barbara Goins
served delicious refreshments, and we enjoyed
a good time of fellowship.
Our next meeting will be Monday, April 20, at
1:00 p.m. in the Family Life Center.
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