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Thoughts about a Purchase
Men and women may not be as different as Mars and Venus, but we do have our differences!
Scientists tell us that the brains of both men and women form differently from childbirth and those
differences help us to be fit for differing roles in the family. This is not saying that one sex or the other is
somehow superior, but that through the miracle of God’s creative work, we are able to complement one
another. Instead of the “battle of the sexes,” God intended for there to be a “complementing of the sexes.”
I am reminded that in my goal-oriented brain, I sometimes charge for the finish line on a purchase
without giving a lot of consideration to important factors like cost or fashion. On the other hand, Cindy will
shop patiently until all the other considerations I pushed aside are taken into consideration. My point here is
not about the inherent differences in the way men and women shop, but to shine the light of research and
proper consideration ahead of the decisions we may have to make as our next General Conference looms
ahead.
Since General Conference 2019, multiple conversations have produced multiple proposals for
multiple ways through our current crisis. Negotiations have produced several significant legislative proposals
to be considered at General Conference 2020. The “Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace Through
Separation” seems to have generated more angst among churches who aren’t yet sure what they should do if
the church they have loved adopts a new Discipline that does not agree with their interpretation of God’s
Word.
Now we are in a waiting game; a brutal exercise in patience for all of us. And yet… we wait. Is there
any constructive action to take — something we can do — while we wait? Of course there is, we can use all
the sources that God has given us to stay in his will. First of all we can read and pray over God’s Word.
Second, we can look back at the tradition of the church to find out what the wisdom other generations can
lend us. Third, we can depend on the inspiration of God’s Holy Spirit to lead us. And last, but certainly not
least, we can use the brain God has given us to mediate between these sources of direction and submit
ourselves to the truth.

I have proposed that if the United Methodist Church leaves its current theological convictions and launches into new
experiments of what God’s Word means, or what family and marriage mean, then we may need to part and find a new church
organization closer to our beliefs. Many heads think more clearly than one, and many hearts praying and seeking God’s will
bring us closer to the ideal Jesus chose for the church. With that in mind I am reprinting the Statement of Faith and Moral Principles of the Wesleyan Covenant Association so that you too can consider a “faith purchase” that I feel may offer a way forward:

Statement on Biblical Authority.
Given the current challenges directed to the unique place of the Bible in the church, we affirm that the core of the
Christian faith is revealed in Scripture as “the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints” (Jude 3; NRSV). We look to the
Bible therefore as our authority and trustworthy guide, which “is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16; NRSV). Illuminated by tradition, reason, and experience, the revelation of Scripture is
the church’s primary and final authority on all matters of faith and practice.
Statement of Faith
A.

Doctrinal Standards. We affirm classical Wesleyan doctrine and the historic faith, which the church has used to
define the parameters of Christian teaching. Doctrine, properly understood, unifies the church and gives direction to its life. All congregational, clergy, and lay members of the WCA affirm the following Doctrinal Standards:
1.

The Nicene Creed (AD 381)

2.

The Articles of Religion of the Methodist Church (AD 1808)

3.

The Confession of Faith of the Evangelical United Brethren Church (AD 1963)

4.

The Standard Sermons of John Wesley

5.

The Explanatory Notes Upon the New Testament by John Wesley (1755)

6.

The General Rules of The Methodist Church (1868)

Statement of Moral Principles.
Given our current time and context, we highlight and affirm the following moral principles, acknowledging that other
moral principles merit our further attention.
A.

Statement on Gender Equality: Scripture teaches that men and women are of equal value in the eyes of God.
Accordingly, the church should treat women and men equally. We believe that both women and men are
called to and gifted for ordained and licensed ministry, and both genders are able to hold any role of leadership within the WCA.

B.

Statement on Equality: We believe that all persons are of sacred worth. Therefore, we gladly welcome all who
seek to grow in their relationship with God to attend worship services and participate in the church’s ministries. No person shall be disqualified from becoming a member of a local congregation, holding a leadership
position in the church, or becoming an ordained or licensed clergy based on race, color, nationality, national
origin, marital status, or economic condition. The WCA specifically renounces all racial and ethnic discrimination and commits itself to work toward full racial and ethnic equality in the church and in society.

C.

Statement on Marriage and Sexuality: We believe marriage and sexual intimacy are good gifts from God. In
keeping with Christian teaching through the ages and throughout the Church universal, we believe that marriage is the uniting of one man and one woman in a single, exclusive union. We believe that God intends faithfulness in marriage and celibacy in singleness.

D.

Statement on Human Dignity: We believe that every person must be afforded compassion, love, kindness, respect, and dignity. Hateful and harassing behavior or attitudes directed toward any individual or group are to
be repudiated and are not in accord with Scripture nor the doctrines of the WCA.

Welcome to our Newest Members

Pictured above (from left to right): Patti & M. L. Childs, Terry Lynne, J. D. & Luke Carlson.
Pictured below: Shirley & Bobby Willis

New Members of Liberty Hall church pictured below:
Brenda McCurdy & Larry John Doyle

Donna Berryhill, Bob Griffin, Dean Birkhead,
Eleanor Taylor, Bud Choate, Steve Lawrence,
Ray Edwards, Cathy Gwin, Polly Merritt,
Jewel Boyce

Jeremy Cheatham

03/01

Barbara Couser

03/01

Reagan Ramsey

03/02

Morgan Gray

03/03

Carol George

03/05

Andrew Goins

03/10

Raymond Couser

03/11

Matt Conover

03/14

Rebecca Seay

03/16

Addy Pitts

03/17

Easton Carter

03/18

Olivia Linker

03/18

Evan Carter

03/19

Wesley Edwards

03/21

Kole Gray

03/28

The Young Adult Sunday School Class will begin a study on
“What Does The Scripture Say About Marriage?”
Join us for Sunday School at 9:45 am.

Our youth group attended the Pack Shack at Dardanelle
High where more than 35,000 ready to use meals were
packaged. Our youth raise $1100 toward the cost of
the meals.

Dardanelle Methodist Women
Dardanelle Methodist Women met in February for a brief business meeting and a continuation of their study on Encouraging
One Another. We discussed “One Another Attitudes,” or how to
get out of our comfort zones and build relationships with “one
another,” which leads us to Comfort each other and edify one
another just as you also are doing (I Thessalonians 5:11.) Boxes
of cereal were collected for the Sharing & Caring Food Pantry and
a Sunshine Basket was prepared and delivered to one of our
church members. We then enjoyed delicious refreshments provided by Genice Applegate.
All ladies are invited to join us on Monday, March 16, at 1:00
p.m. in the Family Life Center for our next meeting.
Unity Missionary Baptist Church , as well
as Calvary Baptist Church, would like to
extend an invitation to the men of our
church to join them for Breakfast & Devotion on the third Sunday of each month at
8:00 am. If any of our men are planning to attend, please RSVP
to one of the Pastors so they will have an ideal of how many to
prepare for.

CRAZY QUILTERS
The Crazy Quilters meet each Tuesday, at
1:00 pm in the Education Building. We
are making lots of progress on our quilt. We invite you
to come join us for some crazy quilting fun!

March 2020
Sun

1

9:45 am Sunday School
10:55 am Worship

Mon

2

Tue

3

9

1:00 pm Prayer
Card Ministry

7

11

12

13

14

17

18

19

20

21

5:30 pm
Spanish Classes

5:15 WNL Meal
6:00 pm Bible Studies
6:00 pm Youth

24

25

26

27

28

10

1:00 pm Quilting

5:30-8 pm Cooking 5:30-8 pm Cooking
Class by Yell Co.
Class by Yell Co.
Library
Library

15

16

10:55 am Worship

22

23

9:45 am Sunday School 1:00 pm Prayer
Card Ministry
10:55 am Worship
Bridal Shower for
Ashley Tallent

1:00 pm Quilting

1:00 pm Quilting
5:30 pm
Spanish Classes

Spring Break

29

9:45 am Sunday School
10:55 am Worship

30

Sat

6

11 am - 1 pm Nueva
Vida Fundraiser Lunch

9:45 am Sunday School 1:00 pm DMW

Fri

5

5:30 pm
Spanish Classes

9:45 am Sunday School
10:55 am Worship

Thu

4

1:00 pm Quilting
5:30 pm
Spanish Classes

8

Wed

31
5:30 pm
Spanish Classes

5:15 WNL Meal
6:00 pm Bible Studies
6:00 pm Youth

5:15 WNL Meal
6:00 pm Bible Studies
6:00 pm Youth

11:00 am XYZ

6:00 pm Bible Studies

5:30 pm
Spanish Classes

5:30 pm
Spanish Classes

5:30 pm
Spanish Classes

5:30 pm
Spanish Classes

10 am - 2 pm
Baily Craig
Fundraiser at
Yell County
Courthouse

Ashley Tallent
Wedding

